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“I anticipated that wvou would ask
that question,” said Mr. Clayton. *“Per-
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“The war in Europe is not the cause

of & movement for preparation for de-
Tense,
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stration striking the Imagination and
convincing the judgment of the people
of the ITnited States upon the neces-
gity for the adequate preparation for

That cause has long existed;
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Divergent Views Are Expressed on

"The assessment is somewhat high,”
was the reply. “The rate as fixed by
law is all right.”

Fear to Abolish Plan.

Mr. Rust testified that he thought
the people of the District generally
feared that If the half-and-half plan

y ments here,”

of the DMstriet that Congress will be
niggardly té~the District.”

Hepresentative Gard said that with a
fixed rate of taxation and the triennial
assessment he did not see how taxes
could be increased here,

“There is agitation for annual nssess-
replied Col. Truesdell,
“and then, too, other forms of taxa-
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the District whom the comimitiee de-
gsired to have appear before If. It was
as follows: George E. Hamilton, John
W. Yerkes, John 1. Weaver, James F.
Oyster, E. F. Colladay, W. McK., Clayton,
W. E. Shannon, Judge J. Harry Coving-
ton, Myer Cohen, John D. MetGrath, W.
H. Saunders, 4. L. Rust and W I Gude.
Sendator Works said that if the joint
citizens' committee had any other wit-
nesses it wished to have called the
committes would take the matter un-
der consideration; that he did not wish
to have a one-sided presentation of
the guestion and would be inclined to

a number of new hridees were badly
needed by the District, inchuling one
to take the place of the present Calvert
Street bridge across Rock creek,

Representative Cooper questioned AMr,
Hust about the law of 1843 providing
for the extension of the highway plan
In the District. Mr. Rust replied that
the law ought to be changed, for at
present it puts too heavy a burden on
many owners of outlyving property,
sothe of them small holders,

“Would wyou favor suffrage for the
District” asked Representative Gard.
“No,” said Mr. Rust, “I would not."
He rconcluded his testimony with the
statement that there is a2 general feel-

the District would produce a surplus
this yvear unless Congress should ip-
propriate some $17,000,000 for the next
fiscal yvear.

“We could use It all,” said Col. Tries-
dell. He added that there were very
inany needs in the Distrlet which could
he looked after if that sum was ap-
propriated. He said that he could con-
ceive of u time when the revenues of
the District added to a like amount of
money contributed by the government
might he more than the District would
need, but that time had not yet come.

“What useful function does the Dis-
trict of Columbla, as a separate organi-
zation, perform? asked Senator Works.
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